The Foundation of
a New Social Philosophy

Speech at the First All-India Convention of Ratltuu
Humanists, Calcutta, February 4th, 1951, in the open
session presenting tlu statements on political and eco-
nomic problem:

The two statements submitted here for
consideration outline ideas which most probabh have
been expounded by others also. No patent is claimed t'oi
them. But they certainly have not as yet been put to
practice anywhere. This fact, however, does not mean
any adverse reflexion on those who may have held and
preached those ideas previously. The failure to practise
them has been due to a wrong notion of human nature,
which vitiated social philosophy from time immemorial.
Economic and political practice are forms of social rela-
tions, and these, in the last analysis, are relations between
individuals. The individual human being is the basic
category of .social .science, including political theories
and economic doctrines. Therefore, a correct idea about
human nature must be the point of departure of a social
practice ^whith may show a way out of the present atmos-
pherc of frustration and helplessness.

The previous speakers have mentioned that these
statements suggesting a new approach to the most burn-
ing problems conforming our country, have been deduced